The Royal Infirmary of Aberdeen is one of the oldest and one of the most useful charities which Scotland boasts. We regret, therefore, to observe that the receipts have of late materially fallen off, owing, the managers believe, to the prevailing depression of trade. Last year, for instance, while the total out-going expenses amounted to ?7,171 5s. Id., the income fell short of this amount by ?956 3,?. 2d. The threatened curtailment of the usefulness of the charity, in the shape of a reduction in the number of beds, will, it is earnestly to be hoped, not be found necessary. The managers have already introduced some excellent reforms, which ought certainly to work favourably in the matter of finance.
From the South comes the same unsati sfactory news as from the North. On the 25th ult., the Governors of the Taunton and Somerset Hospital held their annual meeting, and the report of the committee, while very encouraging in some respect, indicated that the financial condition of the institution was in anything but a satisfactory state. From 1S67 to the present date, the general expenditure of the hospital has shown a pretty constant increase ; but, on the other hand, the income from year to year has ebbed and flowed, till at last the tide of public charity has receded so far out to sea that the committee have grown anxious about its return. " for the sake of one against whom complaints came in showers, and never ceased.'' All this is greatly exaggerating an unfortunate quarrel which ought never to have occurred, and which is now happily in a fair way of being settled. We have ascertained that the public scepticism is justified by the facts, and that much of the heat generated has been due to the indiscretion and letter writing of the resigning members of the committee, and to the editor of the Northern Star. There is an old and useful proverb about dirty linen and home, which both would have done well to remember.
As we go to press the Governors of the Newcastle Infirmary are considering a question of the very gravest interest. For some years past this institution has been drawing on its funded capital. At present the deficiency to be met amounts to about ?5,000 per annum, and as the capital has already been reduced to ?45,175, it is obvious that a few years'of such necessity would, unless a change be made, seal the fate of this admirable institution. The proposition which the Governors will discuss is one for curtailing the expenditure by reducing the average number of patients by 70. Such a decision, if come to, would stultify the good work of the Newcastle Infirmary, without materially reducing the expenditure, and it is to be earnestly hoped that the generous townsfolk will come to the assistance of their institution in its hour of need.
